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Many future opportunities for biomedical discovery 

will depend on interdisciplinary research, where chem-

ists, physicists, computer scientists and engineers are 

brought together with biologists. Academic institu-

tions sometimes inhibit interdisciplinary research and 

education through their policies and their siloed cul-

ture. Recognizing these challenges, Dr. Cech will share 

insights from his own research career and from his 

decade-long stint as president of the Howard Hughes 

Medical Institute (HHMI), where the Janelia Farm 

Research Campus stands as a model for a new type of 

interdisciplinary research institute.
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